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TO ALL 
That iN Prifon any place » Whohape chofen Re. 
| ftraint than the Violation of their 
Contciences - | 
Conlideration of the deplorable COndition of the 
“Mes, occafioned by that UNparalle|’d fantaftica Wic- 
kednefs, of thofe bloody Murderers and Traitors: who 
hive fo hi ghly Prophaned the lacred N aMe of the ‘ fe 
Lord Jers Chrift, Whereby they have nos Onely upon 
themlelyes {wif deftrnction (according their jug deferts) 
buthave &ven fome 6Ccafion to the Minifters of Jultice ( Whether 
Hot, the Lord je Witnefs) to Hy with sreat force 
thoufaneds OF people Profeiling Sodlinefs, 4nd living 
abl y.and qurethy, and have riven them he. 
| infomuch ; 
and thuts the Prifon d; 
Oath, Inlomuch tha 
Lord the King, is tend, 
= 


- are in prifon,and have liberty proffered upon condition of taking 


as probable an interpretation as any hat 


| (3). 
ther chufe imprifonment than to take that Oath ; and many who | 


the Oath, do-rather contunue there, than purchafe their liberty — 
Now thatI may prevent the impendent evil confequences — 


neceffarily following, I fhall labour to prove unto'you the Law- 


fulneB of an Oath in aferious and weighty matter which cannot other- 
wife be determined, 

And in the next place, I (hall anfiwer thofe Objections, which 
are the Pillars to uphold the negative part. | 

Firft for the Lawfulnefs of an Oxrh; whichis nothing elfe dwt 


4g religious prom fe e made in f he pref ence of f he living God > whom we 


call to WitneB the truth of our words. 
That this may appear to us to be lawful; Confider, Firft the 
Antiquity of fuch a practice: And Secondly , the Univerfality 
of it. | | 
For the Atttiquity of it;Although I cannot fay that the pragtice 
is as old as the Moon; yet I have caufe to conjeéture that ig not 
above 309 years younger: And if I fhould affirm that the Texe 
of the fourth of Gen, verfe 26, Then began men to call upon the 
Name of the Lord, had reference to the taking the name of God 
to witnefs in and by an Oath, . : 
I might peradventure feem to be yer bold, yet Jam fure itis 
yet been viven, 
Indeed what the old World didin this cafe, the Scriptures do. 


| not {peak plainly; and therefore J will Sin ic by # not hearing 
_ what the Heathen have written in the 


atalocue of ihe fins of the 
old World. But after the Flood we finde in Abrahams time,that 


was an ufual thing between man and man, Gen. 22. I have 
be 


‘Aift up mine hand unto the Lord, the moff High God , the Poffeffor of 


Heaven and Earth, that Iwill not take from a Thred, Thatis, 
_Thave fivorn to the moft High God ; becaufz the Ceremoiiy of 


lifting up the hand was ufed in (Wearing. 

If this be not plain enough, read Gen, 21. 23, 24. Now there- 
fore {wear unto me here by God, that thou wilt not deal falfly with me, 
cc. And Abraham fad, Iwill fwear: Andin the fame Chapter, 

Verfle 31. He called that place Bect-fheba: (which # by interpre- 
tation, The Well of an Oath) ey there they fivare both of a 
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“The next thing confi the. Umivetiality of this pra- 
which we muft confider,the Uniyerfality of Perfons, 


Places; Times." # 


__. Fisft for Petions, we find that God himfelf (Wears to Man: By 
‘wey [elf bave I fworn [aith_she Lord, That Blefing , T wil’ blef 


“thee Gen, 14,22. Heb, 6.%3. Again , Pfal. 110, 4, Heb. 7, 


The Lord (ware, and will not repent : Thon art 4-Prieft for ever, 
“after the order of Melchifedeck, Andin another Pfalm 132.11, 
The Lord bath fworn in truth unto And in another place, 
35. Once fworn'by my holinef, that I will not. 


Many other places may be alfedged, as Ezek, 18. Luke 


Sometimes God fwvears.againft memfor their fins, Pfal. o5 
Heb. 3. I {warein my wrath, that they {ball not enter into my 
veft.~ What fhall we now fay to this? “Can that be accounred an 
evil Gt not eafily undertaken) whereof we have the Lord fora 


up his bana to Heaven 


Godand our Redeemer, Hiould not amount to fo. mitch as 4 Oath; 


as fome think; yet isicmore than a bate jea ormay: We thall. 


find Kings and Princes, Priehtsiatid Prophets, righteous and holy 
.: men upon yu occafions calling God to Witnefs , and yet without 


but byprécept alfo, Dent, 6. 13 Thien hale fear the Lord thy God. 
and erve and {halt wear by his Name. 


Jt ts alio Confirmed by Prophecies; thatit fhould be fo at the 


time When God fhall caufe"Facob and Judah to fotgert their trou- 


Efap 65. 16. He that in the earth by 


the'Goll truth; becaufe the former tYoubles are forgotten Af- 


terthe Law, Receive the Aden ‘verily 

thé greater, and an Oath for confirmation is to them: an 
end of abfirife,  Thave written de fear, becaufe“the Greek Cop- 

reads in the prefent tenfe: and the rather note it;in 
regard thatone of the Auditors did afinge me ‘tharoene (who 


at 


Secondly An Angel {wears Rev, 16, § 6. The An el lifved 
and’ fi by bim that liveth and 
ever. Come we to the earth, if the Veri/yy verily of the ‘Son.of” 


 Blattie at all times the Law Abraham, lfaac,Fa- 
Be, ander the Law. Iris warranted, nor onely by practice; 


* 4 - 


‘ 


~ 


Ta 


j 
— 
qs + 
| 
| 
@ 
+ 


- a 


7 
é 
| 
= 
5 
4 
« 
>. 4 . 
a. 
4 
7 
* 
3 ~ 
. 
» 
“ 
s 
5 
ts 
<5 
> 3 
z 
4g? 
a 
— 
A, ‘ 
a 
> 
4 
> 
ta 
fe 
| 
4 


boured.. to -perfiwade fivéating).- did.:tell: his 


Hearers that it ought to begead, did fwear: and was aconfirmation, 


not #.a.confirmation: But how true this is they who have but 
little knowledge .amthe Greckare able to qudge: defire men 


‘would be very Warre What they. fay and affirm in fuch Weignty 


cafes as this.~. 


And further, fome haye notedit as frequent wvith the Apoftie 


Paul in ferious matters, toufe expreilions as are equal to'an 
‘Oath: as Rom, 1.9. God. witne8 whom I ferve, Ges with. 


many more of the likenature, which are Well known ‘unto 
“Zyvill add one thingmore., whichis.the ule of an Oath in af 


Nations whatfoéver, whether Jews or'Gemtiles, Greeks, or Barba. - 


rians bewween Princes and Smbjetts, Enemies and Friends, for the 
reconciling differences, ending of controverfies aflurance; of 


faith one towards the other, “This.appears among the Greeks, by 
feveral unqueftionable Authors andiauthentick Records; anion 

the ‘Romans by the Lawes of the Twelve Tables , amo 
ther Nations under Heaven, 
ftratiori; which is able to put it one of alleloubr. 
_ Now how great is this Authority ?.Namely, 


by fufficient evidence and demon- 


he content of all 


Nations : it 1s doubtlefs . a demonftration/ of the 
Jeaft :-Some there are who-account it of the rate, That 
‘the confént of Nationsis tobe taken for Divine evidence, and 


an many things we do.fo take it.: -Whardoth it {peak lefe than 
that the of an Oath is one.of the dictates written-and 
aven in the heartof mam.by Natures finger : ‘Seeing thatthere 
fo'barbarous, but doth acknowledge thefolemn and 
Refipious ufe ofan Oathm eallin 
confidered, Shave fometimes wondred w 
diftinguifhed by the name af 


earth the contrary, 
NowW how cani that thine 


be accounted evil , which is approved 


ether God:to witnelS;qvhich 
the people thatare 

Quakers fhould fay. that the 
Within them teacheth themito deny an Oath; whenas.we¢e that 


_ thas Light which is: Univertal:, teacheth all the Nations of the 


by all. Nations 2 -Recollest your thoughts'and confider, Whether - 
yOu can give me one inftance of any one evil which hathbeenal- 
Towed, and approved by.alt-Nations:; if you cannor, them irwil 
hisno 
thing 


Tvficient demonftration thac she» taking of an Oat 
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thing fimply evil : fhould you think it unlawful to {wear 
when the Confentof Nations, the examples of Prophets, and 


Kings, and Righteous men of old, and in a continued feries 
for : mokt an until this time ; when the example of An. 


gels, yea of Almighty God himfelf (tand all at your right hand: 


at one Praétife is there that you have more, and greater Evi- 
dence for, then forthis thing ? 

* But now you will fay that Jefus Chrift the Mediator of the 
New Covenant, the great Law-giver, who is King of kings, 
and Lord of lords, hath forbidden us ; firft by his own mouth, 
Matth.5.34. Swear not at all, neither by Heaven, coc. Secondly, 
by the mouth of his Apoftle, James. 12. Above all things, my 
Brethren, Swear not, neither by Heaven, neither by the Earth, nei- 
ther by any other Oath ; but let your Yea be yea, and your Nay, 
way, left ye fall into condemnation, —. 

Therefore though it were lawful in former times to fivear, yet 
is ituniawful to us now ; having receiveda Countermand from 
Lord Fefis Chri ft. 

Have Patience, I entreat you, while I take liberty to.exa- 
mine your Grounds, and to weigh them in the ballance of the 
San&tuary: And Firft, to our Saviours own Prohibition, Swear 
not at all, That which I bring in Anfiver to this, is an Exception 


ainft the Tranflation, The Greek word rendred at all, is tao : 


which fignifieth wholly, or altogether rather then at all. So that 
in Pen proper Speech it fhould be read, Swear not wholly, or alto- 
gether: 
with Oaths. 


That’ J: may thew you what warrant / have for this Interpreta- 
tion, I intreat you to Confider Three Places of Scri ture, where 
the word SAwsis ufed: for / donor find it oftener in the New 
Teftament. 

_ TheFurftis, 1 Cor. 5. 1. Saas cw which is. 
interpreted, Fornication 4s reported commonly among you: tras is 
here tranflated, commonly, ordinarily, or frequently ; and it can 
have no otherfenfe ; Forif it fhould be tranflated here by the 
word at ail, it would be found without fenfe. If I May take the 


liberty then to tranflate it fo inthe Text vou have alleadged 
then it Will run thus, 


quent! 


etnot your whole Communication be interwoven 


Swear not commonly, ordi marily, ox fre=- 
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(7) 
ntiy ; and you fee J have good Authority for what / have done; 
Contder a Second Pla tCor.6.7. saws & Opin 


Now if this fhould be read, there is at all fanlt in yor; What’ 


fenfe is Prove if Fread them thus, there is 

wholly, altogether, ly, ordinarily a fault in you 

the fente will be good, & the Seobeyot the feripture not injured, 
A Third Placeis, 1 Cor. 15.29, Saws piney? ix 


where J confefs the word bears good fenfe if we read it according 


to the Eng/ifh tranflation; Jf the Dead not at all: yet ¥\av- 
peal toall, Whether itbe not better, and nearer to the Scope 


of theplace, if we fhould readie thus, Jf the Dead'rife not whol- 


ly, fully, or compleatly: You fee therefore that the word 
is very Well tranflated frequently commonly, wholly, or altoge- 


ther, And have one thing more to adde for the Juftification 


of fuch a tranflation of the Text by you alleadged'out of Mar.¢. 
that it ought ready Swear wor ordinarily, or commonly: It is 
concluded by the Ancients, that the Gofpel of Matthew was 


Writtenin the Hebrew Tonguc: Hierom  afhtms it miore then: 


ten times, and citesths Hebrew Text. ‘Enfebine faith thefame,, 
that he wrote: his Gofpel in his own Gountry Lanouage: He 
cites the fame oucof. Papia; St. John’s: Auditor; and’ out of 
Irentus, Who was the SchioHar of Polycarpus ; Whowas thie Schol- 
lax of St. Jobs, and the reft: of. the Apofties; Many wit-- 
nefies we have: Now J have Confulted the Hebrew Copy’ 
which we have received from the hands of Sebsftian: Munfter,. 
which he faidy he Redeemed out of the Hands of the’ Femes’; 
which.if. it be nor that! thac'was-written by the Evangelift him- 
felf,. yer itmeft be: grantedito-be a thing of great Aiitiquity’ 

and deferving Credit withws'infuch a Gafe as this is’; Now the 
Hebrew Text reads it thus, Becobderek.; which is Enelifhed in 
everyi\ay Swear not inevery way, This'you fee your Pirlt 
Pillarftands uponia Haytinwarrantable Jnrerpretation: 
And the aimpof our Savior; not to forbid folemin 
Oaths before the Magiftrate, Between manand man; upon 
graveandmature Deliberation; byt only to pute aftop ro Com-- 


mon, and frequent, light] and trivial 'Stearitig. 


To yoarfetond pround Git OF James Abewe nll things {wear 
not : J do appeal of any rational man, 
skilful, 
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skilful, or unskilful in Languages, whether this have the found of 
a true interpretation ; Above all things is it worfe to fivear, than 
to cominit Adultery ? than to kill the King, Who 1s: our’ Political 
Fathersto kill father or mother know. you will noriayit. 

But how then doth the Texttay, Above all thin not? 
ask how Jwill read it anfwer, The Greek is, 
which fignifies before all things; not above things: My War- 
tant for this is, not onely the ¢onient of the Vulgar , Era{mus;: 

Bexa, in the Latin Tranilations, who doll agree to tranflate it; 
ante omnia: but alfo the comparifon of other places , where the; 
fame Phrafe is ufed; as Rom, 16.7. 2pd ius, which were im Chrift 

Alfo Col. 1.17. tp0 , Which is well tranflated;: 
He is before all things : Many o:hepof like nature may be alledged, : 
but thefe fhall fufhce. 

All thefe things confidered, the ground appears not to be fo: im 
fure, as it wasfancied. Jf the Quaker fay, the Light within for- 
bideth him to fivear, the content of Nations confuteth him; if 
others plead the Scriptures, you fee how weak itis which they 
fay, Therefore let fuchas fufter\in this cafe beware,left 

hear, Who hath. required theie things of you ? Chrift indeed for-» 
bids thofe exorbitant and extravagant Oaths , whereof now the. 
ftreets and houfes are full; a {ad prefage of fome judgement at 
hand ; «it was hopedbyfome that his. Majefties Proclamation : 
would have reftrained {uch debauchery. :, But alas it is nothing fo, 3 
reverence His Majefty nomore, than the Wolf in: 
Fable did St. dathony Andindeed how ¢an it be expedted,'that» 
they who fear not God , thould regard the Kings Mayefty; whois . 


but the drop of rain in compariion. of hum. 

What times do we behold Nothing but extreams are prefent- - 
ed to our.eyes and ears :Somedodictle but {wear,.others will not » 
{wear atall: Some hil chein-mouths with direful. execrations, . 
upomevery trifle ; others, Wall noc yseld to fivean when weighty . 

Who fhall heal thefe diftempers 2? Surely noné can do itwith- - 
out the mighty Power of Godjbyeak forth..in your confciences : 
To whofe grace work, and zefolve to remain, 
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As it hath been feveral times Afed 
with. great 
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